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“Mizrach”, Early 20t century

A colored “"Mizrach” awarded to the benefactors of the Torat Hayim Kilalit
Yeshiva in Jerusalem.

Inthe centeris amap of the Land of Israel as it was promised to the Patriarchs
with holy sites such as Zechariah’s tomb, Yad Avshalom (Absalom’s Pillar),
Rachel’s Tomb, the Cave of the Patriarchs, Mt. Carmel, Safed, Tiberias and
the Tomb of Samuel the Prophet.

At the top is an illustration of the Yeshiva.

Underneath is a Torah crown, below which is the word “nam” (“Mizrach”
— east), next to which are an eagle and a leopard. At the bottom of the
“Mizrach” are a lion and a gazelle, a reminder of the verse from the Sayings
of the Fathers (chapter 5), “Be strong as a leopard, and swift as an eagle,
and fleet as a gazelle, and brave as a lion, to do the will of your Father who
isin heaven”.

The “Mizrach” also incorporates illustrations of other holy sites: Mt. Zion,
the site of The Holy Temple and the Western Wall, and also two halves of
a globe.
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A colorful “Mizrach” plaque awarded to a donor to the

Hibbat Yerushalayim Kollel, Early 20t cantury

In the center of the tablet is a map of the Land of Israel as promised to
Patriarchs. Around the map are medallions with illustrations depicting holy
sites: the Tomb of Zechariah, Yad Avshalom (Absalom’s Pillar), Rachel’s
Tomb, the Cave of the Patriarchs, Mount Carmel, Safed, Tiberias, and the
Tomb of Samuel the Prophet.

At the top of the “Mizrach” is the verse: “nown 7x 11'¥ Nanx1 07w NaN
nx17” (“Love for Jerusalem and love for Zion, do not forget forever”),
from a prayer in a book named “nnan mim7 1w’ [“The Two Tablets of the
Covenant”].

Beneh the verse is a Torah crown and the verse “77100 1X120 TV WNYW NITHN
n oW’ (“From the rising of the sun to its coming, the name of the Lord is
praised”, Psalms, 113:3).

The “Mizrach” also includes illustrations of additional holy places: Mount
Zion, the site of the Holy Temple and the Western Wall, as well as the two
hemispheres of the globe.
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“Mizrach”, Early 20t century

In the upper part of the”Mizrach” is an illustration of ancient Jerusalem
and the holy places, including the Temple site, the “Hurva” and “Tiferet
Israel” synagogues, the Western Wall, and Mount Zion.

In the center is a map of the biblical Land of Israel and the tribal
territories. On the left are an illustration of Rachel’s Tomb and a list of
the new Jewish settlements in the Land of Israel. In the “Mizrach” of
the museum’s collection, a partial list of the colonies was preserved.
In the William Gross collection, the full list was preserved, including
22 of Baron Rothschild’s colonies: Metula, Yesud HaMa‘ala, Mishmar
HaYarden, Rishon LeZion, and others On the right is an illustration of
Hebron and an explanation by the author.

In the lower part of the “Mizrach” are two parts of a globe.
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“Mizrach”, 1937

An illustrated “Mizrach” that was also used as a memorial calendar
printed for traditional Zionistic Jews living outside Israel.

At the top are illustrations of Jaffa, The Western Wall, and Haifa.
In the center is a map of the Land of Israel divided according to
the twelve tribes. On both sides of the map are lists of Jewish
settlements existing in 1937 and illustrations of Safed and Tiberias.
The lower part of the “Mizrach” portrays the Cave of the Patriarchs
and David’s Tomb while leaving space to list the dates of deceased
family members.
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“Mizrach”, 20t century
A colorful, painted porcelain plate from the workshop of Reza Karbassi
of Isfahan.

The top of the plate is decorated with a Torah crown, and around the
outer edge are the symbols of the twelve tribes, the Tower of David,
plants, and flowers.

In the center of the plate, is the verse “From the rising sun [in the east]
to its setting, the name of the Lord is glorified” (Psalms, 113:3), Under this
is an illustration of the Ark of the Covenant with the cherubs, and below
the inscription “The Lord protector of Israel” and God'’s explicit name.
Beneath these is an illustration of the Western Wall.

An illustration of the binding of Isaac appears below, and on each side
is a Star of David.

The verse “I have set the Lord before me constantly” (Psalms, 16:8)
appears on each side of the “Mizrach” indicating that the tablet was
also used as a “Shiviti” (a plaque, amulet, or textile used in Jewish homes
and synagogues as a meditative aid to keep God’s presence in mind).

The right shows Moses with the Tablets of the Covenant, and the verse
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. ” (Deuteronomy, 6:4).

The left shows Aaron in the Tabernacle and behind him the menorah,
and the verse “My voice to the Lord | will call, and He will answer me
from His holy mountain, the sanctuary. ” (Psalms, 3:5).

Alongside the figures of Moses and Aaron appear lions.
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“Mizrach”, Early 20 century
“Mizrach”, presented as a gift to donors of the
Talmud Torah and Etz Chaim Yeshiva, and the
Bikur Cholim Hospital.
At the center — “The Place of the Temple”,
surrounded by medallions featuring illustrations
of holy sites: Rachel’s Tomb, Mount Zion and
the tombs of the Kings of the House of David,
alongside depictions of the old and new Bikur
Cholim Hospital, the old and new Talmud Torah
and Etz Chaim Yeshiva, and the Knesset Yisrael
neighborhood.
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“Mizrach”, Early 20t century

A rectangular “Mizrach”. In the upper center is
the word: “Mizrach”, and above it a Torah crown.
In the center of the image is the Temple Mount
plaza, with the Dome of the Rock in its center.
Around this image are six illustrations of holy
places within a decorative frame: the Cave of the
Patriarchs, Zion and the tombs of the kings of the
House of David, Tiberias, the Western Wall, and
the Mount of Olives. The name of the workshop
A. L. Monsohn Lithographic Press, Jerusalem is at
the bottom of the page on the right.
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Blank form of a “Mizrach”, Early 20t" century
Blank form of a “Mizrach” from Jerusalem with a
place to write the donor’s name. Monsohn owner
of the printing company which produced the
form, “recycled” images in various formats and for
various purposes. This frame was used for a range
of needs: amulet, “Mizrach”, membership card and
so on. The center of the document is blank, as is
the top medallion.

It can be inferred that the intention was to add text
or an image according to specific needs.

The upper section is adorned with a Torah Crown.
At the bottom of the “Mizrach” is an illustration of
the Temple site.

On the right — shelters for the poor in the Knesset
Yisrael neighborhood,

and on the left — the “Kehilat Yaakov” study hall,
also located in the Knesset Yisrael neighborhood.



NI / 44

1 el - " - " - L g’ 2™ v ol T4 LG ST

Vel




NI / 46

1970 NXnNn ,”N1tn”

,0TINN Y2IWUNT AN7Y DTy MWy “nam”
NIMX TNX D171 “NITN“2 .No1Xa N7NY
DN'7VN NN NIN17 121N2W 1T 120 DITNIX
AWX NN IND02 DTNIX 0'0J1DN D1IXT7N 1Y
WI19NN ‘N 0Y 0171 TNNNN

“Mizrach”, 19* century

An embroidered “Mizrach” with beading
from Europe. The “Mizrach” portrays a pair
of lions holding a Star of David containing
the Tablets of the Covenant, above which
are two winged angels holding a Torah
crown, below which is embroidered the
explicit name of God.
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“Mizrach”, Early 20* century

“Mizrach” plaque printed by the Salomon Press,
printed for the Central Committee of Knesset
Yisrael and for the Fund of Rabbi Meir Baal Ha’Ness.
Above, a Torah crown is depicted with the word
“Mizrach”. A schematic illustration of the Western
Wall, the Temple Mount, the Mount of Olives, and
its surroundings decorates the center of the plaque,
and on both sides of the schematic illustration is a
detailed explanation of the illustration. A Yiddish
supplication is integrated into the “Mizrach”.
lllustrations of the Holy City of Zion and the Holy
City of Jaffa are depicted alongside the supplication.
Two illustrations from the Knesset of Israel are also
embedded in the “Mizrach”.

Verses are integrated in the “Mizrach” include:
“D7T¥2 1wl NTON Lownl N (“Zion of justice
shall be redeemed, and his captivity shall be in
righteousness”, Isaiah, 1:27), and “0oWn Wiy MUX
Ny 731 N7TX nwiv” (“Blessed are they that do justice,
that do righteousness at all times”, Psalms, 106:3),
which testify to the importance of giving charity
for the sake of the Jewish settlement in the Land of
Israel and the future redemption.
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“Mizrach” Plaque, Early 20" Century

A “Mizrach” plaque divided into three parts. In the center is the verse “From the rising of the
sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised” (Psalms, 113:3).

Below: an illustration of the Ark of the Covenant with cherubs and the verse “Know before
whom you stand”.

“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to
walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul” (Deuteronomy, 10:12).

The verse “I have set the Lord before me constantly” (Psalms, 16:8) indicates that the
tablet was also used as a “Shiviti” (a plaque, amulet, or textile used in Jewish homes and
synagogues as a meditative aid to keep God'’s presence in mind).

In the lower part of the “Mizrach” is an illustration of the Western Wall and the verse “For
your servants hold her stones dear, and cherish her very dust” (Psalms, 102:15).

On the upper right is an illustration of Moses striking the rock at the waters of Merivah.
(Numbers 20:8-11). Below it is the verse “May your mouth be filled with your praise all day
long, your glory” (Psalms 71:8).

In the lower part is an illustration of Moses with the Tablets of the Covenant, and the verse
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4).

On the upper left is anillustration of the binding of Isaac and the verse “I will call to the Lord,
and He will answer me from His holy mountain” (Psalms 3:5). Below it is an illustration of
Aaron in the Tabernacle and behind him the menorah, and the verse “Blessed is the name
of His glory forever and ever,” a verse that is usually recited in the Shema.

Next to the figures of Moses and Aaron are lions.

A strip of paper with the symbols of the 12 tribes of Israel was glued to the upper part of the
“Mizrach” at a later stage.
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“Mizrach”, Early 20t century

A paper cutout originating in Eastern Europe. The
word “Mizrach” appears within a crown for a Torah
scroll held by a pair of lions. Branches and leaves
intertwine from the crown, among which are deer
and storks. In the outer border are peacocks and
other winged creatures, squirrels, flowers, leaves,
and pine cones.
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“Mizrach”, Early 20t century, Germany
A "Mizrach” made of papercut combined with gold leaf.
In the center of the “Mizrach” is a small basket with the
inscription “Mizrach.”
Above the basket is a pair of birds holding in their beak
the verse [in Hebrew]: “I rejoiced when they said to me,
‘Let us go to the House of the Lord” (Psalms 122, 1). The
papercut has birds and decorations of flora and flowers.
And at the bottom of the “Mizrach” is the verse: "A
Mitzvah (commandment) is a candle; the Torah is light”
(Proverbs 6, 23).
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“Mizrach”, Early 20 century

A “Mizrach” made of papercut combined with gold
leaf. Charm for protection in times of plague and
pestilence. Amulet by Rabbi Shimshon Ostropoli.
Written in Hebrew and Aramaic, and decorated with
schematic illustration of the Western Wall and the site
of the Temple. Interwoven with the pictures, letters in
the same order as an the amulet.
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“Mizrach”, Early 20t century

“Mizrach” plaque printed at Zuckerman Press in Jerusalem.
Medallion in center, showing Western Wall. Surrounded
by 8 smaller medallions showing holy sites. Two pairs of
cypress trees on either side, parallel to Boaz and Jachin pillars
surrounded by verses: “If | forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my
right hand forget her cunning. ” “"Remember the Lord afar off,
and let Jerusalem come into your mind. ” “Look to Zion, the
city of our festivals; your eyes shall see Jerusalem as a quiet
abode. ” “An immovable tent; its stakes will never be pulled
up, nor will any of its ropes be broken. ”

Medallion with Torah crown at top and lions on either side, in
center of top part of “Mizrach”. Immediately below in lower
part, seven-branched candelabrum. More holy sites adorn
the “Mizrach”.
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“Mizrach”, 1950's

A “Mizrach” for a Succah [booth] from the Offset Press of United
Artists Inc. Tel Aviv.

Around the border are the tribes of Israel with their symbols. In the body
of the “Mizrach” is an illustration of the Holy places: the Western (Wailing)
Wall, the Tower of David, the graves of the Kingdom of the House of
David, Rachel’s Tomb, the grave of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, and the grave
of Rabbi Meir baal Ha'Ness; an illustration of the Old city of Jerusalem, in
which the roofs of the “Churva” and the “Tiferet Israel” synagogues stand
out in their splendor, while, actually, in the years in which they used the
“Mizrach” — the Jewish Quarter was destroyed and under Jordanian rule.
The inscription (above the illustration of the Jewish Quarter): “If | forget
thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand lose its cunning”, is especially moving
since the “Mizrach” was hung in the succah of the Weingarten family after
the fall of the Quarter.
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communities across Europe suggests that this is a long-standing
and widespread Ashkenazi tradition.

The "Mizrach” plaques were typically made from sheets of paper
(sometimes parchment), created by folk artists and yeshiva
students, either by hand or through printing, and sometimes as
paper cutouts. At the center of the plaque was a text that indicated
the direction of prayer, along with verses from Jewish sources,
acronyms, and images that held religious and symbolic meanings.
Through the integration of verses emphasizing light, life, and
redemption, the word “mizrach” acquired a profound symbolic
significance. Along with the emphasis on the direction of the east,
the “Mizrach” plaques often refer to God in various ways, through
explicit names and familiar verses, as well as Kabbalistic and
mystical names. The accepted Jewish concept that God is present
everywhere did not deter those owning the plaques from focusing
on the direction of the Shekhina (the divine presence of God) as
expressed, for example, in the verse found on many plaques, Shiviti
Adonai le-negdi tamid ("1 have set the Lord before me constantly,”
Psalms 16:8).

In Central Europe, the plaques featured a rich world of imagery
that combined biblical stories and iconic figures, such as Moses
and Aaron, alongside representations of Temple vessels and
architectural elements that emphasized the holiness and spiritual
significance of the “Mizrach”, the east. In the nineteenth century,
other much-loved biblical images were also sometimes included
(for example, the story of Joseph); however, at the same time,
images of the destruction of the Temple and views of the Western
Wall became more and more prevalent. In contrast, in Eastern
Europe, a tradition of “Mizrach” plaques, made of colorful paper
decoupage in a pleasant, symmetrical arrangement, emerged,
focusing on symbolic and iconographic motifs such as animals, the
Star of David, and the seven-branched menorah. These images
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— including the lion, eagle, tiger, and deer from Pirkei Avot —
expressed spiritual values while aesthetically combining traditional
and ethical content.

In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, new
iconographic motifs, such as arising sun, the emblems of the Twelve
Tribes, and geo-historical maps reflecting Zionist sentiments and
the vision of the ingathering of exiles in the Land of Israel, were
incorporated into the “Mizrach” plaques. Plaques created in the
Land of Israel of the Old Yishuy, the long-time residents of the Holy
Land, especially those in Jerusalem, combined traditional images
of holy sites with representations of contemporary settlement and
Torahinstitutions, as well as references to the pioneer colonies, and
were sometimes intended for a Jewish audience in the Diaspora as
evidence of a living tradition and as a means of mobilizing financial
support and strengthening ties with the Holy Land.



‘ON THIS SIDE IS THE SPIRIT OF LIFE’

THE “Mizrach” PLAQUE AND ITS DECORATIO
Prof. Shalom Sabar

Despite the destruction of the Temple and the ensuing exile, the
Jewish people managed to preserve their identity and culture
throughout the generations, in part through material culture and
art in the home and synagogue. The “Mizrach” plaque is a notable
example of the visual preservation of Jerusalem’s memory and the
Temple. Initially, the “Mizrach” plaque was intended to indicate
the direction of prayer toward Jerusalem, as prescribed by halakha
based on biblical and Talmudic sources. In the communities of
Central and Eastern Europe, where prayer was directed toward
the east, this direction became a symbol of holiness, prestige,
and connection to the Holy Temple. While in the synagogues,
the east was emphasized by the Aron HaKodesh, the Holy Ark,
the “Mizrach” plaque played a similar role in the Jewish home.
Therefore, the plaque was adorned with decorations, verses, and
quotations, which in addition to showing the direction of prayer,
represented a spiritual and cultural yearning for Zion throughout
the generations. Although it is unclear where and when these
plaques were first created, their dominant presence in numerous
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Mizrach

“Mizrach” Plaques from the Museum Collection





